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Executive Summary of Joint Working Outputs: Project EMBRACE Severe Asthma (Pilot study): 
Empowering Medical Best Practice Reviews Assuring Clinical Excellence 

Project Title Project EMBRACE Severe Asthma (Pilot study): 
Empowering Medical Best Practice Reviews Assuring 
Clinical Excellence 

Duration October 2023 to April 2024 
Project Partners Swaffham and Downham PCN, Prescribing Services Ltd, 

AstraZeneca UK 
What was the issue addressed? To improve access to severe asthma care and treatment 

for patients with severe uncontrolled asthma. To ensure 
equitable and timely access for patients with severe 
asthma across a PCN population, to appropriate expert 
care and specialised treatment through novel, proactive 
patient identification, engagement and triage solutions. 
 
 
Project EMBRACE – Severe Asthma: Empowering 
Medical Best Practice Reviews Assuring Clinical 
Excellence is new collaboration between the NHS, the 
pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca, and Prescribing 
Services Limited (PSL). The aim of the project pilot is to 
test the system in order to provide a series of scalable 
system level ‘virtual hubs’ in which – in line with the 
latest evidence, those patients with suspected Severe 
Asthma, identified as having both the greatest potential 
for improvement in treatment and being at significant 
risk of further complication and acute hospital 
admissions will be targeted. 

What were the results? • 1213 patients qualified for the pilot from the PCN 
• 867 Patients qualified from the 5 surgeries taking part 
• 202 patients engaged with the programme. 
• 119 patients were found to have significantly active 
symptomatic asthma. 
• 113 patients have had their FeNO, spirometry 
eosinophil and review completed. 
• Impact on admission rates is estimated to be a 
reduction of 29%. 
• 17 Patients have been referred to Specialist Support 
• 2 Patients have been started on biologics. 

 


